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RESEARCH PROJECTS WON AND ONGOING AT BUGEMA UNIVERSITY

The following are the different research projects won:

Strengthening University Delivery of Entrepreneurship Skills, Community
Engagement and Action Research in Uganda (SUESCA)

The School of Agriculture and Applied Sciences is implementing the SUESCA project, a five-year
initiative running from January 2025 to December 2029. Funded by the Mastercard Foundation
through RUFORUM with a budget of USD 930,000, the project brings together a consortium of
universities led by Uganda Martyrs University, in partnership with Bugema University, Uganda
Christian University, and Kabale University. Bugema University serves as the institutional
coordinator, playing a key role in promoting entrepreneurship skills, action research, and
community engagement. The project is designed to prepare students for practical problem-solving,

while also strengthening the university’s role in fostering community development.

Climate-Smart Agropreneurship Education for Livelihood and Sustainability in
Eastern and Southern Africa (AgrGROW)

Since April 2023, SAAS has been coordinating the AgrGROW project at Bugema University,
funded by the European Union with a total value of EUR 2.0 million. Running until March 2026,
the project aims to mainstream climate-smart agropreneurship into education to enhance
livelihoods and promote sustainability across the Eastern and Southern Africa region. Bugema

University’s role is central to coordinating institutional activities, developing training modules,
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and building partnerships. Students and faculty are directly engaged in climate-smart practices,
benefiting from collaborative exchanges and cross-border learning that strengthen resilience in

agriculture.
NARO Climate-Smart Agriculture Project

The School is also a key partner in the NARO Climate-Smart Agriculture Project, which is valued
at USD 350,000 and coordinated by the National Forestry Resources Research Institute
(NaFORRI). Bugema University contributes by conducting applied research in climate-smart
agriculture, with a focus on technology adoption and community knowledge transfer. Faculty and
students actively participate in field demonstrations and extension services, ensuring that academic
research translates into practical farming solutions. This partnership not only strengthens the
university’s role in agricultural innovation but also supports Uganda’s national development

agenda for food security.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

School of Agriculture and Applied Sciences (SAAS)

The School of Agriculture and Applied Sciences organized the International Student Challenge
on the Honey Value Chain, which involved students from Bugema University and the University
of Copenhagen, Denmark. The challenge attracted stakeholders from the private sector, NGOs,
CBOs, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF). It provided a
platform for problem-solving and innovation within the honey sector, contributing to sustainable

agricultural practices.

In addition, SAAS launched Collaborative Learning Ecosystem (CLE) Partnerships that brought
together over 15 industry and private sector partners. These collaborations created opportunities
for joint training, innovation projects, internships, and industrial attachments for students. This
strengthened university—industry linkages while enhancing the employability and relevance of

graduates.



School of Social Sciences

The School of Social Sciences organized a counselling conference that brought together
participants from Bugema University and other universities. The event created a platform for
sharing knowledge, experiences, and professional approaches to counselling. It also enhanced

collaboration and community awareness of mental health and psychosocial support.

School of Education

The School of Education engaged in extensive community-based practicum both nationally and
regionally, with placements in Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, and South Sudan. Locally, students
undertook fieldwork in Kasese, southwestern Uganda, where they collected data and engaged with

community members to address pressing educational issues.

The Department of Arts Education conducted a religious outreach program in Kiziri, while English
students visited the National Theatre for practical exposure to Uganda’s performing arts. HECA
students organized a community dialogue during the Ghetto Empower Expo 2024. The School also
visited schools such as Kisa Primary, Bugema Adventist Primary, Ristaka Secondary, and Midland

to offer career guidance and promote the university.

School of Business

The School of Business carried out community-based research and data collection aimed at
addressing local business challenges. Staff and students also participated in cleaning exercises
within the Busika community, promoting environmental health and social responsibility.
Additionally, the School provided skilling workshops for community members, especially in

bookkeeping, to strengthen financial literacy and empower small businesses.



School of Theology and Religious Studies

The School of Theology and Religious Studies regularly organizes community engagement
activities each semester. In May 2024, a major outreach was held in Kiziri town, led by Pastor
Bidawo. Activities included pastoral crusades, evangelism, counselling and guidance, as well as
visitations to families. The School also provided food items, organized a medical camp, and
offered sensitization sessions on family life, health, and financial management.

Furthermore, some members of the community were supported with small business startups and a
goat-rearing project. These initiatives highlighted the School’s commitment to holistic community

empowerment through both spiritual and socio-economic interventions.

School of health and allied science

The School of health and allied science actively engaged in research and data collection within
communities to improve health outcomes. Students also participated in community camps where
they provided health education, basic care, and awareness on preventive health practices. These
activities strengthened ties with local communities while equipping students with hands-on

experience in health service delivery.

School of Science and Technology

The School of ICT, Physical and Life Sciences undertook a variety of fieldwork and research
engagements. Biomedical engineering students visited Entebbe Hospital to gain practical
exposure, while environmental science students carried out field studies in Mabira Forest and

Sezibwa Falls.

In addition, the School partnered with the National Agricultural Research Organization (NARO)

to explore a memorandum of understanding for joint projects. Students also engaged in internships

10



where they showcased their ICT and scientific skills, bridging classroom learning with real-world

practice
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